An autopsy case of commotio cordis from a motor scooter accident.
A motor scooter carrying two 15-year-old boys collided with the back of an open, parked truck. The tailgate of the truck was down and in a horizontal position. At the autopsy of the driver, horizontal tramline bruises were found on the anterior chest, but the thoracic cage was intact. There was a transverse tear of the ascending aorta with adventitial hematoma, but significant bleeding was not found in the pericardial sac or the thoracic cavities. Therefore, it was obvious that cardiovascular collapse occurred immediately after the accident. Neither injuries nor diseases that would cause the instantaneous death were found on examination of the whole body. We determined that the driver died of commotio cordis due to blunt force to the anterior chest.